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George Voinovich is one of Ohio’s most distinguished public servants. His 
career in public service dates back to 1963 when he was appointed assistant 
attorney general for the state of Ohio. He later served as a state 
representative, Cuyahoga County Commissioner, County Auditor and 
Lieutenant Governor of the state of Ohio. In 1979, he was elected Mayor of 
Cleveland, serving as mayor for 10 years, and in 1990 he was elected Governor 
of Ohio and served for two terms.   
 
George Voinovich is the only person to have served as Chairman of the 
National Governors Association and President of the National League of Cities. 

In 1998, he was elected to the United States Senate and was re-elected to a second term in 2004. 
 
As mayor, George Voinovich helped turn Cleveland around after it became the first major city to 
declare bankruptcy since the Depression. As governor, he led Ohio through the early-1990s recession. 
In fact, during the Voinovich gubernatorial administration, unemployment hit a 25-year low thanks to 
the creation of 600,000 new jobs, due in part to such initiatives as the Job Creation Tax Credit which 
helped create or retain at least 163,000 jobs from 1993-1998. 
  
George Voinovich’s leadership and dedication have taken Ohio a long way.  He has been guided by his 
own motto—“Together we can do it!”—and the state of Ohio’s motto—“With God all things are 
possible.” And George Voinovich hasn’t lost sight of those principles in the United States Senate as he 
continues to make a difference for people throughout Ohio, our nation and the world. 
 
Senator Voinovich has been called “one of the most humble and hardest-working members of the U.S. 
Senate” and he has received numerous awards for his work to strengthen the business climate in Ohio 
and the nation. A few of these awards include the “Spirit of Enterprise Award” from the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce for his strong pro-business support in Congress; the “Golden Bulldog Award” by the 
Watchdogs of the Treasury; and the “Award for Manufacturing Excellence” from the National 
Association of Manufacturers for his continued support of American business and America’s workforce. 
 
Senator Voinovich serves on the Committee on Appropriations, the Environment and Public Works 
Committee and the Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee (HSGAC). He is ranking 
member of three subcommittees: the Homeland Security Subcommittee of the Appropriations 
Committee, the Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee of the EPW Committee, and the 
Oversight of Government Management and the Federal Workforce Subcommittee of the HSGAC 
Committee. 
 
Of all he has accomplished, George Voinovich counts his family – his wife Janet, his three children and 
his seven grandchildren – as his greatest gifts in life.   


